Phonics Terminology

Below you will find what each of the main words used in Phonics teaching means. Your child
may already know many of these words as they will have been learning them in their phonics
lessons.

Phoneme
A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word. It is generally accepted that most
varieties of spoken English use about 44 phonemes.

Graphemes
A grapheme is the written representation of a phoneme.

Vowel
A vowel is a speech sound made with your mouth fairly open (a, e, i, 0, u).

Consonant

These are the letters that make up the remainder of the alphabet.

The letter y sometimes acts as a consonant and sometimes acts as a vowel, in words like shy
and hymn.

6PC
This stands for grapheme phoneme correspondence. Knowing GPC means that your child is
able o match a phoneme (sound) to its written representation (grapheme) and vice versa.

Digraph
A digraph is two letters that make one sound. A digraph can be made of vowels or consonants
ie 'sh’ and ‘od’

Trigraph
A trigraph is three letters that make one sound, i.e. ‘igh’

Split digraph

A word that contains a digraph containing two vowels, the final one e, that has been split by
the placement of a consonant between them, i.e. bite. You may know this a 'magic e'.
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Blending > PHONICS &

Merging together the individual sounds within a word in order to be at

Segmenting
Splitting a word into its phonemes in order to be able to spell it, i.e. c-ar-d.

VC and CVC words

VC words are words made by a vowel followed by a consonant, i.e. up, on. CVC words are words
made by a consonant, vowel, consonant, i.e. cat, top. These are the first simple, regular words
that your child will be taught to blend once they have begun to learn their single sounds.

CCVC and CVCC words
These are words that contain double consonants, known as consonant clusters or consonant
blends at either the beginning or end of the word, i.e. frog (CCVC) pink (CVCC)

Tricky words

Tricky words are named tricky as they cannot be easily blended. They are words commonly
used in English but have more complex graphemes and do not follow the regular phonic rules.
They are also known as irregular words, common exception words or sight words.

Compound word

A compound word is a word that is made when two or more words are merged to make a new
word that has a new meaning, i.e. sandpaper
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